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ABRIDGED  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  CITY  OF  TRURO 
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l8,  Lemon  Street, 
TRURO, 

Cornwall. 

July  1941. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Citizens  of  Truro. 

Gentlemen, 


I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  an  abreviated 
Report  for  1940, 

Total  Births  for  Truro  -  165 
Males  b3 
Females  82 

Of  these  6  were  illegitimate  births 

Total  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  -  3 

Eirth  Rate  per  1000  Truro  -  13.71.  England#'  Wales  14.5 

Total  Deaths  for  the  year  -  18^ 


Death  rate  per  thousand  Truro  City  15.2 
Death  rate  per  thousand  England  &  Wales  14.3 . 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  -  4 
Measles  -  1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  -  1 
Tuberculosis  Lungs  -  7 
Amongst  the  deaths  from  tuberculosis  lungs 
were  5  females  aged  28,26,29,32  and  50 
2  males  aged  65  and  50. 

One  female  death  from  tubercular  Meningitis  aged  7  mths. 
Infectious  Notifications  for  1940, 


Scarlet  Fever  8 

Diphtheria  46 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  4 

Measles  226 

Opthalmia  ffjeonatoru^  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas  4 

Pneumonia  3 

Tuberculosis  12 


At  The  City  Isolation  Hospital  the  following 
cases  were  admitted: - 


Scarlet  Fever  10 
Diphtheria  51 
Typhoid  Group  11 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  13 


Urban  Area 

Rural  Area 

Other  Area. 
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By  the  timely  action  of  The  County  M.O.H. 

Dr.  Cunrow  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  County 
there  is  now  adequate  accommodation  in  Truro  for  all  cases 
of  infectious  disease  ocaurring  in  Cornwall.  This  was 
brought  about  by  the  County  M. O.H.  taking  over  the  Public 
Assistance  Buildings  for  the  purpose  of  a  County  Infectious 
Hospital.  This  action  by  the  County  M. O.H.  undoubtedly 
prevented  a  very  grave  crisis  arising. 


The  Truro  City  M.O.H.  is  Clinical  Medical 
Officer  to  this  Hospital  as  well  as  The  City  Infectious 
Hospital. 
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There  are  two  Hostels  in  Truro  to  Seal  with 
evacuated  children.  The  one  deals  with  difficult  children 
and  minor  ailments,  the  other  with  infectious  skin  conditions 
in  not  only  evacuated  hut  also  when  necessary  local 
inhabitants.- 

Water  Supply  Satisfactory  and  adequate. 

Milk  Supply  do.  do. 

I  can  truthfully  say  as  M.O.H.  for  Truro 
and  as  a  Doctor  doing  a  large  private  practice  there  has 
been  no  deterioration  in  the  health  of  the  public  due  to 
rationing,  but  rather  the  reverse.  This  view  has  been 
substantiated  by  enquiries  amongst  my  colleagues  in 
practice.  There  has  been  a  marked  diminution  in  "Flatulent 
Dyspepsia"  and  the  usual  neurotic  symptoms  caused  by  this 
trouble. 


A  vigorous  campaign  for  the  immunisation 
of  persons  between  the  years  of  l-l6  against  diphtheria 
was  started  in  1940  and  is  being  continued.  Results  will 
be  published  later. 

The  Maternity  &  Infant  Welfare  Centre  has 
been  well  attended  by  local  inhabitants  and  evacuated 
expectant  mothers  and  children. 

Ambulance  Sc  Nursing  Services  -  adequate. 

Orthopoedio*  fracture,  ear,  nose  &  throat, 
eye  diseases  at  The  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Sgd) .  J.G.M.  MOLONY, 

M. 0*H.  Truro  City. 
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